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KEEPING THE RECORD STRAIGHT =~ by Edith Essig August 21, 1959 
1830 Fremont Drive, 
Alameda, California 


REPORT FROM WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Representing the Citizens Congressional Committee, a phase of the Christian 
Nationalist Crusade, I flew in to Washington, D.C. on my first visit to the nation's 
capital on Monday, July 27th and returned to the West Coast on Monday, August 10th. 
It was a most enlightening and profitable two weeks, but a rather hectic experience, 
for I had to learn the ropes in the midst of the accelerated rush of the windup of 
business on Capitol Hill on the eve of adjournment of Congress, when it is especially 
hard to secure personal interviews. That I succeeded as well as I did--and I did 
achieve many of my objectives--was due very much to the fact that my path was smooth 
ed by earlier representatives of our committee: Mrs. Opal White, Mr. Charles Robert- 
son, Dr. Wesley Swift and Dr. Max Clark. It was Mrs. White who, last February, 
filed a petition 1500 feet long calling for the impeachment of Chief Justice Earl 
Warren, Justice Felix Frankfurter and other members of the U.S. Supreme Court. 

In all the offices of Senators and Representatives at which I called I was 
cordially received and found that we have many friends there. It often took two or 
three repeat calls to meet the Congressman in person, but in the course of the two 
weeks I talked to a number of them, including Senators Talmadge and Eastland, the 
new Representative from Arkansas, Dr, Dale Alford of Little Rock, Representatives 
Overton Brooks of Louisiana, James C. Davis and E.L. Forrester of Georgia, J. Floyd 
Breeding of Kansas and Eugene Siler of Kentucky. 

Mr. Breeding and Mr. Siler have introduced identical resolutions--H.J.R. 243 
and HiJ.R. 133-=proposing a Constitutional amendment declaring that "This Nation 
devoutly recognizes the authority and law of Jesus Christ, Saviour and Ruler of 
nations, through whom are bestowed the blessings of Almighty God." These have not 
yet cleared the hurdle of being reported out of committee. I asked Mr. Siler what 
he thought were the chances for these bills. He answered, very little in view of 
the fact that the chairman of the House Judiciary Committee (and he made a wry face) 
is Emanuel Celler. Perhaps the best prospect, he added, would be to get some 
Christian member of the Judiciary Committee itself to introduce and fight for such 
a bill. He ran his eye over the list of Committee members and named a few, noting 
a Catholic, two or three Baptists and a Methodist. I pass this idea on to you for 
what you think it is worth, as you may want to write letters to that effect. Readers 
of this bulletin have the Committee membership list. 

While thus engaged on the first day of my rounds on Capitol Hill, hurrying 
back and forth through the air-conditioned subways to avoid the outdoor heat, I 
missed a drama that the Washington Evening Star played up as ‘ANOTHER BOSTON TEA 
PARTY". It concerned the hearings, with Rep. James C. Davis, Chairman of the House 
District Committee, presiding, on the question of ‘Home Rule for the District of 
Columbia. As shown by news photos, the hearing was marched upon by demonstrators, 
some of them decked out in Colonial garb. These milled about the corridors, unable 
to gain entrance to the over-crowded hearing room, the crowd being made up largely 
of the Washington Home Rule Committee, representatives of the League of Women Voters 
and members of the P.T.A. The last-mentioned passed out little hand-printed broad- 
sides and tea-bags in the way of propaganda. 

Although I missed the drama, reverberations of it reached a Congressman's 
office in which I was at the moment chatting with the secretaries: one of the office 
girls, returning from an errand, came in bringing some of the little "P.T.A. For 
HOME RULE‘ broadsides with attached bags of tea, one of which was given to me for a 
souvenir. An intriguing item in this matter is one that I can't vouch for, but the 
girl insisted that she recognized the lady who handed out these particular tea-bags 
as the wife of an official at the British Embassy. ‘What,'t she wanted to know, ‘did 
this modern redcoat have to do with Boston tea parties?" Well, of course I don’t 
really know that Itm indebted to a Britisher for the little memento, but that's 
what the grapevine said. 

Having missed the ope round of the Home-Rule hearings, I took pains to be 
on hand when they were resumed the following Monday. There were no demonstra-— 
tors that day, although every seat was taken. There were many Negroes present, show- 
ing their expectant interest in the fruits of Home Rule. When, the following day, 
Judge Davis, who presided at these hearings, told me in his office of the very bad 
racial situation in Washington (the school population last October was 72% colored, 


: he said, -—is now probably between 75% and 80% colored; the overall population was 


% colored, probably much greater now) I could appreciate the ominous significance 


| of the Negrots stake in the question of home rule for the District of Columbia, 
| foreshadowing as it does the prospect of a Negro mayor and other elected officials 


in our nation's Capital. At the time I interviewed Congressman Davis he gave me the 
Published report on Investigation of Public School Conditions, and a thick volume 
Containing the hearings in September and October, 1956, before _a subcommittee to in- 


) vestigate Public School standards and conditions and Juvenile Delinquency in the 


District of Columbia. These two reports, taken together, are simply hair-raising. 
Our California Congressman James Roosevelt, running true to form, was present 


) at the hearing to speak in favor of enactment of a home-rule bill, I noticed that 
> When he concluded and was on the pout of leaving, he handed out several mimeograph~ 
} °d copies of his statement; so la 

) °f these and also any material explanatory of his opposition to the House Un-Americm 


er I dropped in at his office and asked for one 


Activities Committee, receiving both—-voluminous materia} too long to quote here. 
But this is getting ahead of my story. The first office at which I called on my 


a 
arrival in Washington was that of the new congressmen Dr. Dale Alford of Little 
Rock, Arkansas. He and his staff gave me a cordial welcome. He signed my pass to 
the House gallery and invited me to make his office my headquarters--a courtesy that 
I deeply appreciated but of which I could hardly take advantage, since my daily 
pt ge of rapid footwork around Capitol Hill did not allow for tarrying in any head- 
quarters, 

Having established a beachhead in Dr. Alford's office, I immediately attended 
a session of the House, and proceeded to familiarize myself with the topography of 
the Capitol building, being particularly impressed with the National Statuary Hall 
and its adjoining galleries which constitute a hall of fame to which each state has 
contributed two statues. It was an impressive array: Ethan Allen, Sam Houston, Rob- 
ert Fulton, Lew Wallace, Daniel Webster, Will Rogers... I can’t be to recall them 
all, but do remember that Father Junipero Serra was there to remind me of the en- 
i pgm band of padres who hung a rosary of Spanish missions on the coast of Cal- 

rnia, 

The guide book informed me that this particular area had the unique distinction 
of being a marvelous whispering ge ee It stated that the visitor, standing on 
certain stones, hears his softest whisper echo and re-echo throughout the great gal-. 
lery. The story runs that this led to embarrassing complications and the mysterious 
leakage of information from secret conferences at a time when the two political par- 
ties had their official desks at opposite sides of the scot Naturally, I was 
eager to try out the phenomenon, for it reminded me of the quarried grotto in Sicily 
known as the Ear of Dionysius where » legend has it, that tyrant of Syracuse impris- 
oned political enemies,and by listening at the top was able to overhear their plots 
120 feet below, It reminded me, too, that Mark Twain's imagination, fired by re- 
corded instances of nature's strange acoustic tricks, conjured up an echo to top 
ogee "You could utter a word and it would talk back to you for fifteen minutes," 


I hardly expected to get a fifteen-minute response, but I did want to make the 
experiment, so I paged a page who appeared at that moment (the Capitol swarms with 
a small army of these courteous youths) and enlisted his aid. He obliged, taking 
up his stand on a brass-marked spot at the opposite side of the gallery from my 
position, It worked. As coming direct from him I could hear nothing, but coming 
from the ceiling above and back of my head I could hear an eerie whisper, “Can you 
hear me, Madam?!? I expressed my satisfaction, with my thanks. 

Short=distance sightseeing, done between rounds on Capitol Hill,took in the 
Smithsonian Institution, the Archives Building, the Library of Congress, the old 
Ford Theatre museum and the Washington Monument jy and was expanded over fhe week-ends 
to visits to the White House, the Robert E, Lee mansion and Arlington cemetery where 
I watched the impressive ceremony of the changing of the guard at the tomb of the 
Unknown Soldiers; to Mount Vernon and to the old Colonial city of Williamsburg in 
which pre=Revolutionary history is deeply rooted, At Christ Church in the historic 
town of Alexandria, Virginia, I had the thrill of sitting in George Washington's 
pew. A silver marker indicates that Franklin D. Roosevelt and his fellow Zionist 
Winston Churchill sat there too, on an occasion in 19423 but I did not allow this 
blemish to spoil my communion with the spirit of the Father of my country. 

As I visited the colorful office of Senator Barry Goldwater, adorned with an out- 
sized photographic display of Arizona’s scenic grandeur, at the offices of Dixie's 
ose where the Confederate colors still flutter, and passed through the 
National Statuary Hall of fame, it became plain that our nation's capital is a 
supreme focal point geographically, and historically as well. History coursed over 
the roads between Williamsburg, Yorktown, Jamestown and Philadelphia; over the ~ 
Enigrant Trail, and followed El Camino Real, I am reminded of the story of how, on 
the impulse of the moment, Father Serra, who is honored in the Capitol’s statuary 
hall, brought his pack train to a halt in an unexplored California valley and hung 
his bells to the branches of an oak tree. “Hear, hear, O ye Gentiles$ Come to the 
Holy Church$ Come to the faith of Jesus Christ$' he cried, and rang the bells with 
all his might until, to the astonishment of his followers, he summoned from the 
apparently-uninhabited wilderness an equally-astonished and curious Indian. Thus was 
Mission San Antonio founded in 1771. Across the continent, five years later, a bell 
Justified its inscription, "Proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto the in- 
habitants thereof", by signalizing the signing of the Declaration of Independence. 


After each one of these week-end excursions into the past it took real mental 
effort to return to the political scene of present-day Was on, where speculation 
regarding the Cuban crisis is at fever itech, where resentment is boiling over the 
‘projected exchange of social amenities between the President of the United States 
and Soviet premier Khrushchev, and where heavy Jewish pressure is being brought to 
all “' 3 ply of Congress for granting Federal dictatorship powers in the name of 

j s", 

In the office of Senator Thomas J. Dodd I received the text of his statement in 
hich he called the President's invitation to Khrushchev a "national disgrace", 
Khrushchev has on his hands the blood of millions of people who were murdered under 
his direction,‘ Senator Dodd declared. The Senator was ill at his home in Connec- 
icut at the time but promised to be back soon to continue his fight. Rumors were 


ife that Congress would rush adjournment as a means of slamming the door in 
Mirushchev's face. : 

In a personal interview I was told by a high authority on the Cuban crisis that+t 
he situation in Cuba is very bad. Castro will last eighteen months at most, prob= 

y less. He will probably be replaced by a government openly Communist. This is 

expected to be a hard-core satellite but posing as a Tito-type independent 
egime, Castro himself has plans to provoke intervention by the United States. He 
inks any kind of intervention by this country would further Communist objectives 
M this hemisphere. At the moment he is being deterred by some of those around hin. 








- agogues. In the office of 





=3 cs ° 
_ Among his plans for bringing about intervention are a possible attack on our Guan- 
tanamo Naval Base, He is also reported to have talked about the possibility of 
charging various /merican citizens with spying and sabotage as test cases. If he 

ets away with it we lose face and if he doesn't and it sparks a clash with the 
finited States, that is what he wants, 

One of my main projects was to gather all information possible on pending "Civil 
Rights" legislation. It developed that in the House there were 39 bills,similar to 
the Senate bills introduced by Senators Douglas and Javits, of which 36 have gone 
into the wastebasket. The result boils down to a composite of three bills numbered 
3147, 3148 and 4457, which was about to be reported out of committee; and, merciful- 
ly, most of their worst features have been thrown out. H.R. 3147 was Emanuel Celler's 
bill, and it was in his office that I secured a weighty volume of hearings before a 
subcommittee of the House Judiciary Committee. His secretary's manner was a pebs ac 
and she said something to the effect that "that’s the use of studying the history of 
the case now that the bills have been ruined on the chopping-block?" But I heard 
elsewhere that Celler, who is chairman of the Judiciary Committee, swears he’ll get 
the discarded clauses reinstated when the bill comes up in the House, so it is well 
to know what the authors of these vicious bills had in mind for us. They are dogged- 
ly ruthless. They never give up. 

Those testifying in favor of this legislation were mainly representatives of 
Jewish organizations: American Jewish Congres:, Jewish Labor Committee, Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations, United Synagogue of America, the Anti-Defamation 
League of B'nai Bfrith and so on and on, a long list; representatives of the Natim- 
al Association for the Advancement of Colored People; labor=union spokesmen; a rep=. 


resentative of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom; Joseph Raugh, 
vice chairman of Americans for Democratic Action; the authors of the bills hem= 
selves; and, of course, California’s Jimmie Roosevelt. Those opposed to the bills 
included governors and attorney..generals of Southern: states and various members of 
the House, among them Representatives James C. Davis, Dale Alford, E.L. Forrester 


and Robert Hemphill. ' 
The questions I was carrying in my mind were: {ill a Civil Rights bill pass? Will 


it have in it any measure that would permit imprisonment of an American citizen 
without trial by jury? Will it have in it anything that would make it a criminal 
offense to editorialize against immediate integration? tell, those 39 bills, most 
of them overlapping and several of them almost identical, if passed as written, 
— have made the answer decidedly ‘'Yes\!, The answer at this moment appears to be 
at _an emasculated bill will pass nly to the effect of extending th fr) 
the Civil Rights Commission. Hose’ oF the tooth seem to have been yy ee 
The original bills gave dictatorship powers to the Attorney General in regard to 
Fe ge cage of voting records, provided penalties for obstructing court orders, 
dealt with the bombing of integrated schools and Jewish Synagogues while taking no 
note of such outrages perpetrated in strikes and labor-union terrorism; set up a 


Commission on al Job Opportunity Under Government Contracts ovided for kee 
schools en ee integrated basis, of course--at army posts, End authorized eping 


financial grants to assist State and local educational agencies in oiling the wheels 
of desegregation machinery. In regard to the grants of Federal funds, Attorney Gen- 
eral Joe T, Patterson of Mississippi stated at the hearirgs: "This would authorize 
the Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare to spend from an already depleted 
treasury, ten million dollars over a four-year period soic« ly for propaganda purposes 


An aS, esort to compel a people to submit to that which they are wholly unwilling 


The promoters of these bilis harked back to the passing of the Civil Rights leg- 
islation of 1957 and showed great bitterness over their failure in the Senate to 
block an amendment requiring jury trials in criminal contempt cases. The present 
bills were designed to recover the ground they lost at that time. The clause they 
want to reinstate is Title 3 of the original Celler bill as passed by the House in 
1957 and which lost in the Senate. This was referred to again and again in the hear- 
ings and was elegantly called "the very guts of the Civil Rights bill", 

The reactions of several Congressmen with whom I talked on the Civil Rights issue 
showed stiffe resistance. Senator Eastland of Mississippi was expecially poe 
tive. We are go: to fight it all along the way," he said. "Not going to let it 
out of committee if we can help it. If it is reported out, we will filibuster." He 
indicated that a weak point in the clause relating to bombings is that the promoters 
of the bills do not want to include anything that would hit the labor unions. He 
said he would fight any provision for operating integrated schools at gay ¥ f posts 
because if they succeed that the n step would be to do the same for children 
of Federal aitlovues and so on right down the line. 

Another brazen assault upon our Constitutional freedom is Sen. Javits’ S.R. 125, 
of which I obtained a copy in Javits office, “to authorize the exclusion from the 
mails of matter relating to the solicitation of funds for, and the distribution of 
information relating to, certain unlawful activities. This would a ply to all that 
they choose to call ‘hate't literature and is aimed at anyone who Geitheless the rul- 
ings of the Supreme Cours and the unconstitutional acts of bureaucrats and judges. 
fore ee Kuchel of California, co-sponsor of the bill, has stated that the need for 

Ss legislati re) d - 

EAS PTTae" PERS Be feb Beane, CaO FoCE BARLLDEER ST felt be eee ED 
which this bill was referred,I was told it had little chance of passing. This trend, 
_ indicative of stiffening resistance to Jewish pressure,is encouraging. And you need 


'. to see the vociferous Senator Jacob Javits in action on the Senate floor day after 





\ day to realize what terrific pressure is brought to bear upon our lawmakers. I 
sensed growing resentment at this and could see that the Jewish question rankles in 
_ their minds. If Javitst despotic bill does evaporate into thin air, and if such 
Civil Rights legislation as passes proves to have had its teeth drawn, these will 


be real victories for true Americanism. 
The defeat of the nomination of Lewis lichtenstein Strauss as Secretary of 
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| with Soviet Russia. It is they who send to. } 
| ders to the President of the United States, They are riding high at the moment but 






an 
Commerce was a terrific victory. I called at the office of Senator Clinton Anderson 
of New Mexico and was given a ponderous volume containing hearings on the Strauss 
appointment. It deals mainly with such matters as the Mississippi Valley Dixon-Yates 
deal with no mention of the lurid facts that Strauss was a longtime member of the 
banking firm of Kuhn, Loeb & Company, underwriters of the Bolshevik revolution in 
Russia; that while in Paris at the erid of the First World War, he used his position 
as private secretary of U.S. Food Administrator Herbert Hoover to plant Jews in the 
U.S- Polish mission for the declared purpose of making food relief a lever operating 
to the special advantage of the Jewish population; that he is a trustee of the ill- 
famed Institute of Pacific Relations; that he was a member of the Atomic Inergy 
Commission during the Truman administration when it served as a sieve to spill atomic 
secrets into the possession of the Fuchs-Gold-Greenglass-Brothman-Weinbaum-Rosenberg 
SPY ring--a prelude to his a gn as chairman of that Commission by Eisenhower. 
I have it on good authority that such testimony was offered at the hearings, though 
no official record of it appears to be available, and surely it must have made an im- 
pact on the minds of the committee members. 7 

The fact that Senator Clair Engle of California had very surprisingly-~to me-~ 
voted against the appointment prompted me to call at his office, where I was given a 
mimeographed release on his reasons for voting as he did. In it he stated his belief 
that Strauss had dealt in half-truths and skated the edge of deception in dealing i 
with Congress and the public, adding: ‘I am impressed with the caliber and the stand 
ing of the men in Congress who have challenged Mr. Strauss? fitness. These are men ~ 
with whom Mr, Strauss came in repeated contact as Chairman of the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission. I do not see how he could do a good and effective job as Secretary of Com- 
merce with the kind of relationship that exists between him and these leading Members 
of Congr ess. Finally, on the basis of the long testimony produced before our Commit~ 
tee, 1t is apparent that Mr. Strauss could not have been reconfirmed as Chairman 
of the Atomic nergy Commission. I am convinced that that is the reason his name was 
not sent up agsine I do not believe that he should be confirmed for the higher of- 
fice of Secretary of Commerce." Later I met Sen. Mngle and commended his stand. 

The voting record of Senator William Langer of North Dakota has been contradic- 
tory at times and not always what we could wish; but he has been so magnificently 
right so often that he deserves to be rated one of our best men in the Senate. The 
fact that he cast his vote against the Strauss appointment is further proof of this. 
Only two U.S. Senators voted against ratification of the U.N. Charter, Sen. Henrik 
Shipstead of Minnesota and Sen. Langer, who stated at that time: ‘I reiterate that 
we ought not to vote on this charter in the absence of our 11,000,000 fighting men 
and women...As their representative here in the Senate, I cannot, I will not, God 
helping me, vote for a measure which I believe to be unlawful under our Constitution, 
a& measure which, in opinion, betrays the ve eople who sent us to the Senate as 
their representatives." Prt was Longer who tried vainly to retard the Senatorial 
stampede to confirm the appointment of Earl Warren as Chief Justice of the U.S. Su- 
preme Court to allow due consideration of the 197 charges made against Warren,which 
the subcommittee staff boiled down to ten. At this time Sen. Langer is the author of 
SR. 352 providing aid for American Negroes who wish to take advantage of the oppor= 
tunity to emigrate to their African homeland, which is the only fair means of right- 
ing ancient wrongs and a long step toward solving our painful Negro problem. 

Mrs. Langer, who had been ill for some time, passed away during the latter part 
of my stay in Washington, On the day of her tmerel the doorkeeper on the Senate 
floor talked with me just before the opening of the Senate session, and paid tribute 
to Mrs, Langer as a kindly, brilliant and gracious lady, who, he said, “was always 
friendly with us here in the Capitol.’ Relating anecdotes concerning Senator Langer, 
this doorkeeper told me that on an occasion in the 1940s Langer moved that the Sen- 
ate recess for three hours on Good Friday, Majority Leader, Senator Scott lucas, 
protested that the press of business did not permit of taking time out and Langer’s 
motion lost; whereupon Langer sent out for a Bible, gained the floor at the right 
moment and read the Bible throughout the specified three hours, bringing Lucas to 
the brink of a nervous breakdown, I don’t know that Lucas went so far as to tear his 
hair in rage, but the doorkeeper gave that impression by going through the motions. 

Finding myself seated next to two sweet-faced Catholic nuns in the Senate gallery 
at the opening of the session at noon, I was soon breat into the attentive ear 
of the nearest the . story of Senator fanger’s achievement in the observance of Good 
Friday. However, I did not remain there long, for when it developed that the Senate 


_ would adjourn for Mrs, Langer’s funeral I hastily revised my plans, caught a cab 


and reached the Augustana Lutheran Church in time to attend the funeral, a beautiful 
service, at one ofclock, 

There are many exhibits in Washington marking the scars on our nation’s past: 
for instance, a flight of stone steps in the Capitol that remain as they were when 
British occupation forces used them in the war of 1612. A visit to the old Ford 
Theatre is a strong reminder of the disastrous comrse that the nation pursued after 
an assassin’s bullet removed the most enlightened and effective foe of the inter- 
national conspirators and triggered a chain of events that put us in bondage to the 
Rothschild moneychangers via the Federal Reserve Act, detonated two world ry cap= 
tured Russia to serve as a base for world revolution and ensnared us in the United 


| Nations* evil webs with the result that today Washington, D.C. is virtually an oc- 


cupied city: occupied by the forces of the international money power. It is these 


usurpers who dictate that we shall indulge in 6 thine o is a5, 9, Someta’ ~-wenageecn 


I sensed undercurrents that convince me that we are at a turning=-point that will re- 


| Verse our course and carry us in a mighty march back to the Republic; back along the 


route to the point of Lincoln's tragic death at which we departed from the true 
Course of our nation’s destiny; from there to rebuild on the principles of the 
Founding Fathers, Christian nationalism will become a program of national rehabilita- 


$ 





